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REFS: Ae. STATE 6674155 B, NEW DELFI 49573 C. STATE GGOTS 7

1. SUMMARY. 1 CARRIED OUT IHSTRUCTIONS RiZF A AS MODIFIED BY

. REF C IN MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER APRIL 21, FOREIGN
MINISTER HEARD ME OUT, THEN DENIED HIS QTQTbJVNIS WiRE BIASED,
INDICATING HE BELIEVED GOI HAD OBLIGATION TO DESCRIRE SITUATION
CLEARLY 4% IT GEES IT, ME FURTHER ALLEGED GOI P2SITION I®H . NO WAY
REFLECTED PIQUE BUT RATHER ”SE ITE 0uN ORJECTIVE JUDGEMENT OF
SITUATION, ON DEPARTING, MINISTER URGED THAT WE LET BYGONES BE
BYGONES AND FOCUS ON FUTUREZ IMPROVEMENT IN OUR RELATIONS.

END SUMMARY.

2. It AS-MINUTE MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SINGHM
APRIL 21 I CARRIED OUT DEPARTHENT'S INSTRUCTIONS, JOINT
SECRETARIES PARANJPE (EAST ASIA DIVISION) AND MENON
(AMERICAS DIVISION) AS WELL AS DCM WERE PRESENT.

3. 1 TOLD FOREIGN MINISTER THAT I WAS UWDER INSTRUCTIONS TO
STATE THAT USG CONSIDERED HIS STATEYMENT IN LOK SABHA
APRIL 17, 1972 ON VIET-NAY QTE PARTICULARLY UNBALAHCED UNQTE.
I THEN ALLUDED BRIEFLY TO PRINE MINISTER'S INTERVIZYW WITH BLITZ
[N WHICH SHE IS REPORTED AS HAVING SAID THAT PISU‘PTIO? OF US
2ING IN VIET-Hal wAS A QTE DEPLORABLE STATE COF AFFAIRS,
I:T"T"(."I#\'L'v WHER ALL IﬂDiCﬂTIOHS WERE THAT THE WAR Was COMNILG
TO AM END AHD THAT THE AMERICAY FORCES WERE GOING TO WITHDRAW
UNATE, 1 TOLD HIM THAT I DID NCT PROPOSE TC DIGNIFY BLITZ BY
REGISTERING AM OFFICIAL DENMARCHE BUT HOPED SHE HAD NOT
RPT NOT BEEN ACCURATELY QUOTIR

4, 1 THEN RECALLED THAT UNDLRSECHITARY MAD MET WiTH A#3 ASSADCR
JHA APRIL 6 REGARDING CNE OF H S FARLIZR STATEMENTS AND nL-'?“‘)
THAT HE HAD FELED TO TAKE 10 f"} lr;[:r:{_:u;]] TYAT THE ORIGIH OF 1%
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FROM THE MWASSIVE INVASION OF HORTH VISTNAMESE FORCES. I

SAID THAT THE FACTS OF THE SITUATION HAD BEEN FAIRLY WELL SET FORTH
IN MY ARTICLE IN THE COLUMN I WROTE IN THE A4ERICAN REPORTER

(FULL TEXT TRANSMITTED DEPARTMENT VIA USINFO 171255Z OF APRIL 17)
AND 1 PROCEEDED TO HAND HIYM TWO COPIES OF THE ARTICLE AND

DESCRIBE IN SOHE DETAIL THE HISTORY OF RECENT EVENTS YHICH
BFGA\J 0“ \‘Ar fl 5‘30

5. I TOLD HIM THAT EVERY OBJECTIVE OBSERVER IN SOUTH VIET-NAM
HAD QFCOCNIéBD THAT THE ORIGIN OF THE CURRENT FIGKTING MAD STEMMHED
FrOM THE NORTH AND THAT IT HAD BEEN IN RESPONSE TO THIS ﬂﬁS%IU“
INVASION FROM THE NORTH THAT WE HAD RESUNED OUR RONBING, I

THEN EMPHASIZED THAT THE OVERWHELWMING COMPOSITION OF THE
ATTACKING FORCE WAS NORTH Ul[i-ﬂ; F I ORIGIMN AND NOT VIETCONG
WHICH I SAID HAD NOY BEEN QTE VIPJUﬁLIY ELTMIRATED UHQTE

AND ADDED THAT 12 OF NORTH VIZT-NAYM'S 13 CR 14 DIVISINHS WERE
CURRENTLY FIGHTING OUTSIDE THEIR HOMELAND. IN SQUTH VIET-da4,
LAOS AND CaMBODIA THE FORCES OF THOSFE COUNTRIES WERE DEFENDING
THEWSELVES AGAINST THIS NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSION,

6. AFTER HEARING ME OUT FOREIGN MINISTER MADE FGLLOUING POINTS
IN HIS REJOINDER:

A. GOJ POLICY FROM THE BEGINNING HAD BEEN THAT BOMBING
SHOULD SToP.

Be DISAGREED WITH Y SERVATION THAT FOR ALL PRACTICAL

INTENTS AHD PU?Pﬂ?r UERL WAS NO EFFECTIVE VIETCONG (VC) FORCES,
GOI BELIEVE A VYC FIGHTING FORCE EXISTED, IT WAS

CONTROLLED BY VC.

C. SAID @TZ WE ARE FIRMLY OF VIEY UHNQTE THAT RESUMPTION

OF FIGHTIRG DID NOT GIVE ANY RIGHT FOR THE RESUMPTION OF
BONBING QTE PARTICULARLY IN AREAS LIKE HAIPHONG AND HANOI

WHICH WERE A LONG WAY FROM THE DMZ UMNQTE. HE REFERRED TO

MASSIVE ATTACKS ON CIVILIAN INSTALLATIONS BY AIR AND SEA FORCES

AND SAID OTE WE ARE FIRMLY OF THE OPINION THERE waS NO JUSTIFI-
CATION FOR TEIS AT ALL UNQTE. '

De GOI WAS IHTERESTED IH RESTORATION OF PEACE WITHOUT ANY

{JUTEJ.{DI.. J.Nll_r‘.f'l._.: x.,n“..u..
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E. HE DID NOT ACCEPT THAT HIS STATEMENT CONSTITUTED A DEPARTURE
FROM INDIA'S NEUTRAL POSITION, INDIA'S RCLE IN THE JCC DID NOT
ENJOIN THEM FROM SAYIHG ANYTHING. IN HiIS VIEW IT MEANT THAT

THE GOI SHOULD SAY THINGS CLEARLY WITHOUT ANY BIAS, WHAT

THEY SAID WIGHT HNOT BE LIKEDEY ANY PARTY. SAID HE WANTED TO ASSURE
US THAT THEY OTE NEVER MADE STATEMENTS WITH A VIEW TC PLFEAGING

OKE PARTY CR ANNOYING ANOTHER UNQTE.

Fo. REFERRING TO UNDERSECRETARY IRUWIW'S CHARACTERIZATION

TO AMBASSADOR JHA THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S EARLIER

STATEMENT HAD BEEN OTE AN UNFRIENDLY ACT UNQTE, FOREICGH
MINISTER SAID IH FACT IT HAD BEEN A FRIENDLY ONE SINCE TRUEZ
FRIENDSHIP -CONSISTED OF LETTING OHE'S FRIENDS KHOW FRANKLY ONE'S
VIEW, HISTORY HAD BEEN WITNESS TO THE FACT THAT WHEN CUE
COUNTRY HID ITS FEELINES FROY A DESIRE TO AVOID UNPLEASANTHNESS,
IT OFTEN LED TO GREAT TRAGEDY. HE ASSURED HE AGAIN THAT HIS
STATEMENTS HAD QTE NOT AT ALL BEEN MOTIVATED BY ANY UNFRIEUDLY
FEELINGS. WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS URQTE,
FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED ME TO CONVEY ON HIS BEfHALF THAT THE

REAL MOTIVATION AND SPIRIT BEHIND HIS STATENEHT WERE TO SHARE
WHAT GOI DRELIEVED WERE THE FACTS IN THE SITUATION. THIS WAS
DONE IN THE INTEREST OF PEACE AND REMOVING ANY INCCRRECT
UNDERSTANDING. FOREIGH MINISTER THEN SAID THAT FOR UNDER-
SECRETARY IRWIN TO DESCRIBE HIS REMARKS AS Al QTE UHFRIENDLY
pCT UNRTE WAS ITSELF AN UNFRIENDLY

"ACT, HE AGAIN ASSURED HME THAT THEY HAD NOT TAKEN THEIR POSITION
IN ANY FIT OF ANGER, THERE waAS NO PIQUE Itl THIS (HE SAID PICK).
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. Go  HE THEN REFERRED TO THE TACTICAL SITUATION IMN PARLIAMENT

- AT THE TIME HE MADE HIS SPEECH AND SAID THAT ALL FARTIES IN THE
HOUSE, INCLUDIMNG SWATAUTRA, MUSLIN LEAGUE AKD ALL OTHERS,

HAD JOINED IN CONDEMNING TPF BOHMBING ATTACK ON HANOI AND
HAEIPHOLG, HEVER IN RECENT PARLIAWMENTARY HISTRORY HAD THERE
BEEN SUCH UNANIMITY Gl A HﬂTTLQ I WHICH INDIA WAS NOT DIRECTLY

- CONCERUFED. I THESE CIRCUMSTANCES ME FELT THE BEST WAY TO —
PREVENT QTE ERUPTION OF EHOIION UHQTE WAS TO STATE CLEARLY b
YHAT GOI COMNSIDERED ELEMENTS IN SITUATION AND THAT IS WHAT HE YJ

HAD DONE.

He HE EXPLAINED THERE WAS A NOWN-OFFICIAL DAY IN PARLIAMENT
EVERY TWO WEEXS WHICH WAS TODAY AND A RESOLUTION HAD REEN PROPOSED
BY A CPI MEMBER TO THE EFFECT QTE THAT THIS HOUSE CONDENNHS THE RECENT
MOUNTING SAVAGE ATTACKS (SICY OF US alR AND NAVAL FORCES
OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISY O VIET-HAM GUQTE, I POINTED QUT THIS

WAS EVEN STRONGER THAN RE”OIU IPJ ADOPTED AT TIME USSR INVADED \
CZFCdUaTOvﬁﬁiﬁ ATID T ASSUMED IF IT CAME UP IT COULD BE AMENDED
TO USE WORD QTE DEPLORE U ?fh. HE AGREED THAT WaS SO. \ﬂj

I. HE THEWN SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF VIET-NAM WAS HE THCUGHT
OTE VERY FOOLISHLY UNQTE PUTTING UP ALL MANNER OF PROBLEMS WHICH
SERVED TO QTE PUT UP THE RACK UNQTE OF THE PARLIAMENT. GOI
POSITION ON ICC DID NOT DEPEND ON SOUTH VIETHAM, HE SAID HE HAD
NO DOUBT THAT SOUTH VIETHAW WOULD BE THE LUSER.

7. I TOLD THE FOREIGN WINISTER THAT I Saw N0 POINT IN Y DEBATING
WITH HIM THE ROLE OF INDIA IN ICC. WE HAD ALREADY REGISTERED

OUR VIEY REGANRDING THEIR DIPLOYATIC RECDGREITION OF DRV,

I TOLD HIM I THOUGHT THE PASSAGE OF ﬂ RESOLUTION THAT HE HAD

READ TO ME WOULD BE INFORTUNATE AND UDULD }ﬁVr A FURTHER CTE
DPELETERIQUS UNQTE EFFECT 0¥ RELATIO 5 BI THCEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES
WHICH I WOULD REGRET TO SEE. THERE UAC CLLh{LY i DIFFERENCE

IN QUR POINTS OF VIEY AS TO UHO WAS RFSPONSTIALE FOR THE REQIHVPTION
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OF HOSTILITIES. WE CONSIDEZRED THAT NORTH UIFTHhi WAS RESPONSIBLE,
INDIA CONSIDERED THE ESCALATION CAME FROM THE BOMRING NOTH OF
THE DMZ., FOREIGN MINISTER INTERJECTED AT THIS POINT TO %pY OTE
VERY DEEP TO THE FORTH UNATE, I TOLD HI# THAT WAS THE AREA

THEIR SUPPLIES WERE COMING FROM, PARTICULARLY THEIR PETROLEUY
© SUPPLIES.

8 I REMINDED THE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT SCHE TIME RACK FOREIGN
SECRETARY KAUL HAD TOLD ME THERE WAS NO DESIRE TO SEE SOUTH
VIETNANM TAKEN OVER BY THE NORTM I ASKED IF THAT WAS STILL THE
- VIEW OF THE GOI. FOREIGH TIPISIE? FIRST SAID @TE WE DON'T

BACK THE TAKING OVER OF ANY TERRITORY PY FORCE BY ANY PARTY
UNQTE. HE THEN BACKED AWaAY ¥FRCH THIS STATIMENT BY SAYING THAT

HE PEOPLE INVOLVED WERE ALL VIETHADESE a#0 IT SHOULD PE FOR

[y A1 lad

THEM TO SORT OUT THEIR OuwM PROBLEMS THEHNSELVES, HE BELIEVED

THAT A OTE STRONG COUNTRY LIKE ’UU?& IMTE SHOULD ATTEXPT TO
RESOLVE THE ISSUE EY NEGOTIATIONS BY PEACEFUL MEAUS RATHER THAN
USE A QTE SLEDGEHAMMER TO XILL A TFLY UNGTE., I TOLD H1M THAT

WE SIWMPLY DID HOT UNDERSTAND THE POSITION CF ANY COUNTRY UWHICH
OVERLOOKED THE FACT OF THIS CLEAR MASSIVE 1HVASION FROM THE KNORTH,

9., FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED IF THERE WERE ANY CHANCES OF RESUSCITAT-
ING PEACE TALKS IN PARIS. 1 TCLD HIY WE WERE READY IF THE NORTH
WOULD CALL OFF THEIR INVASION AND GET THEIR TROOPS QUT THE

WAY WE HAD. WE HAD BEEHN WITHDRAWING OUR FORCES AT THE VERY

TIME THAT THE NORTH VIETHAMESE WERE BEEFING UP THEIRS. THERE
WAS A LIMIT TO WHAT VWE COULD PUT UP WITH. FOREIGH WINISTER
ASKED IF THESE DEVELOPMENTS WERE LIKELY To @TE COME IN THE WAY
OF THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT THAT HE WANTS TO WITHDRAW TROOPS
FURTHER UNQTE. I TOLD HIM I EXPECTED iO Cnrqu IN OUR POLICY
WITH REGARD TO WITHDRAWING OUR GRCUND FORCES. WE HAVE STATED
WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF REINTRODUCING ADDITIOMNAL GROUND FORCES
AND WE HAVE HNO INTENTION TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS,

19, FOREIGH MINISTER SAID WEITH REGARD TO HUCLEAR WEAPQNS HE
HAD SAID AS HMUCH I THE PARLIAMENT EVEN WITHOUT HAVIHNG
HEARD IT DIRECTLY FRONM ik,
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1. AS I MADE A MOVE TO GREAK OFF OUR DISCUSSION THE FOREIGH
MINISTER SAID HE WANTED 70 OFFER GREETINGS AND CONGRATULATIONS

Ol THE SUCCESSFUL LANDING OF OUR OTE COSMONAUTS UNQOTE ON THE woon,
- HE WANTED T0O CONVEY HIS AND THE INDIAN PECPLE'S BEST

CWISHES FOR THE COMPLETF SUCCESS OF OUR HISSION,

12, AS WE WERE llr"lUI‘ G THE FCREIG!N WMINISTER SAID THAT HE YANTED
T0 SEE IMPROVED RELATIONHS BETWEEN US. Y& CAILED ATTFEHTION TO
THE FACT THAT It RESPOISE TO i‘(tl,"ﬁlf‘.'i“l(lif.’.*i Il' PARLIAMENT REGARDING
- THE DEPLOYUENT OF THE SEVE i's‘b FLEET IW THE ,!\J OF B UGAL THAT
HE HAD REPLIED THAT O#E % ’;I“'(‘F A IREAT POUEE IIJ: THE US TO
ADMIT IT HAD BEEN WROLG THE THIKG NOY WAaS TO CCHEIDER THAT
WHAT WAS PAST WAS PAST n‘lD WiE SHOULD FCCUs OH OUR MJLUQF
RELATIONS.

15, REF PARA 3 REF A LAST SENTENCE, COMPLIANCE EASY SINCE FOR
SOME TIME I HAVE NOT RPT NOT BEEN INVITED TO SUCH SOCIAL EVENTS.

14, COMMENT: FOREIGH MINISTER SPOKE IN HIS USUAL CALM AND
MEASURED TOMNES AND I BELIEVE HE 1S SINCERE 1M HI% DESIRE TO SFE
AN JUPROVESENT IN OUR RELATIONS DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE GOI
CLEARLY HAS CONCLUDED THAT THE NORTH UIETN&WESE AlD THEIR VIET-
CONG ALLIES WILL BE THE EVENTUAL VICTORS IN INDO-CHIMA. GP=-1.
KEATING

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARGHIVES



Amy Willey
Declass


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6

